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his second wife, and the crown would theicfoie go at his
death to his brother Ferdinand, between whom and himself
there was no love lost. In 1583 Francis gave his eldest daugh-
ter Eleonora, now eighteen, in marriage to Vincenzo Gonzaga,
Duke of Mantua.-6 Eleonora's portrait by Pulzone, in the
Pitti Gallery, shows her to have had consideiable beauty
Her dress is chiefly remarkable for its splendid example of
the well-known Medici collar, which has round its edge a
string of small pearls. In the same year Francis's daughter
Anna died at the age of fourteen. Thus out of his six chil-
dren four had died in their childhood, one daughter was mai-
ried, and there only remained to him his daughter Maria, at
this time a child of ten.

Francis I continued his father Cosimo's practice of private
tiading, and operating on a large scale amassed great wealth;
and at his death a vast amount of treasuie was found to have
been collected by him in the fortress of the Belvedere. He
died in October 1587 at the villa of Poggio a Caiano at the
age of forty-six,27 his wife Bianca dying at the same time,
and his brother Ferdinand succeeded to the throne.

BIANCA CAPELLO

Born 1543   (Became Grand Duchess 1579 ) Died 1587

BI\NCA CAPELIX>?S romantic history and celebrated beauty
have made a great impression in Italy, pictures of her are
numerous, and her story in various forms is related In every
chronicle of the time. And lavish as has been the praise ac-
corded to her beauty, scarcely less so has been the abuse
showered upon her name. While she must certainly be held to
deserve a portion of this condemnation, by far the greater
part has been quite undeserved. Francis loved her with a
steadfast affection for twenty-four years, never showing any
ugard for any one else; and the deep hatred felt for Francis
attached itself also to any one for whom he showed any